
6 Tips For A Perfect 

New Jersey 

Wedding Day



You and your fiance have 
spent a lot of time planning 
your New Jersey wedding. So 
it’s only reasonable that you 
both want to actually enjoy it, 
right? New Jersey offers a lot 
of different looks from the city 
skyline to the Jersey Shore and 
to our wonderful countryside. 

Find a reception site that fits your 

personality and vision and accommodates your 
needs on the wedding day. Are you having a lot 
of out of town guests?  If so, a hotel venue may 
work best or a venue near a hotel 

6 Tips For A Perfect New Jersey Wedding Day



1) Do not stress and worry about the little things
At the end of the day, the most important part of your 
wedding is a celebration of your love and the beginning 

of your life together. Couples need to remember that 
when they start to get distracted and stressed on their wedding day it will go by in a flash 
without the couple actually experiencing or enjoying it.

with shuttle service. If you are planning an 
outdoor ceremony, keep in mind that the 
weather in New Jersey is unpredictable. I have 
had many couples fall in love with the gardens 
and never check out the alternate ceremony 
site. So, check out your venues alternative 
plans and make sure that you like the options 
in the event of inclement weather so you will 
not be disappointed on your wedding day.  
Keep in mind you are not in California.  It has 
even snowed before Halloween!!! Also, make 
sure there are accommodations to do your 
photos indoors as well.  At David Eric Pho-
tography, we have done hundreds of wed-
dings so we’re sharing these tips to help make 
your wedding one of the best days of your 
life.



2) Create a Wedding Day Timeline
Make sure you do a 
timeline early before the 
wedding so that there is 
no delays and everybody 
that you have hired is on 
the same timeline. One of 
the biggest problems we 
have as photographers is 
showing up to the bride’s 
home and finding out that 
the bride has not started 
her makeup because the 

makeup artist or hairstylist didn’t know the 
photography timeline. We set up a timeline 
so that we can get all the photos you want 
at your home and get you to your ceremo-
ny on time. Make sure that you are not last 
so if things are behind schedule, the other 
ladies that need to have their makeup done 
can finish while you are getting dressed and 
it does not put you behind schedule. Your 
photographer can always have the makeup 
artist do touch-ups on you for some photo 
ops. Also, make sure, if a lot of your girls 
are having their makeup done you should 
hire multiple hair and makeup people as it 
can be overwhelming for 1 person and if 
someone needs to get redone it does not 
delay the rest.



3) Include an Engagement Session with 
your Photography Package

When you hire a photographer, 
make sure they include an engage-
ment session with your package 
at no additional charge. In New 
Jersey, we have so many unique 
and different Locations from the 
Boardwalks to the city skyline and 
historic site to choose from.  Many 
couples say they do not want or 

need it but the importance of it can 
make the difference on your wedding 
day. We include an engagement ses-
sion with all of our packages.  We call 
it a “get to know you” session. We try 
different poses and situations to see 
how comfortable you and your fiance 
are and we get the ability to spend time 
with you before the wedding day. We 
also meet to review the photos after 

the session to get feedback on 
what poses you like and dislike 
and what was comfortable. So 
on the wedding day, we already 
spent time together and you 
know us by name and what to 
expect. Most importantly, we 
are doing what you like and not 
just a list of poses.



4) Enjoy some Downtime between your 
Ceremony and Cocktail Hour

Your cocktail hour could be used for a lot of 
things, like finishing photos with family or maybe 
even rehearsing for the special dance you have 
planned for the reception. But if you planned 
enough time between your ceremony and cocktail 
hour, you could use this time to really enjoy your 
wedding day by maybe having a drink, conversing, 
or just sitting back in a corner of the room and 
take in your wedding from a different perspective. 
The cocktail hour is your social time. This is your 

time to find your friends and fami-
ly who flew in from far away. Many 
couples also use this time to thank 

guests for coming so it not 
done during the reception. If 
you plan your timeline right, 
this hour could be for your 
enjoyment too, not just the 
guests.



5) Timing is everything, so plan for enough of it
When sitting down to plan your wedding, make sure you 
plan enough time to enjoy your day. Factor in time to sit 
with your ladies in the morning to enjoy a light breakfast 
since they have been through the journey with you and 
deserve time with you. Make sure you allow for plenty of 
time between your ceremony and cocktail hour so you do 
not feel rushed. Make sure you also anticipate the usual 
traffic patterns.  Especially in New Jersey.  If your wedding 
is requiring you to travel during rush hour on a Friday 
or the 
Paramus 
area on 
a Sat-
urday, 

the travel time will be significantly longer than on a Sunday 
afternoon.  Travel the roads during your wedding day times to 
see how long travel will be and plan around it.  In New Jersey 
and the tri-state area, the travel time could be a difference of a 
20-minute simple drive to a stressful 60-minute drive.  Anyone 
who lives in this area knows rush hour on a Friday is murder.  
Some of the hot zones,  any Hudson river crossing area, Hobo-
ken route 495 entrance area, Jersey City waterfront area, Route 
17 Paramus area, Garden State Parkway in the area of Route 
280. So, Plan out your drive time well.  

 Many couples shorten that time between as they worry about 
what their guest will be doing between the ceremony and the 
reception. They will understand it’s your day and should be 
enjoyed and not rushed. Or, if you are planning your ceremony 
and reception in the same venue, consider doing a romantic 

first look and take all of your photos prior to 
your ceremony. This has become a very popular 
option so that the couple is not missing out on 
the cocktail hour time.  If you are hiring limos 
and plan to go somewhere for your photos, then 
book the amount of time you need for travel and 
getting all the photos you want.  If you only book 
3 hours and really need 4, those photos you envi-
sioned in your mind may not happen.  



6) No more planning - it’s your wedding day
You have done everything right so do not sweat 
the small stuff. All you can do is reconfirm tim-
ings and items with your vendors a day or two 
before the big day and double check what is the 
earliest time you can arrive at your venue. Give 
your maid of honor the job to keep bridal par-
ty on time and organized. Give the Moms the 
job of calling extended family the night before 
and let them know when and where to be for 

those family photos so you are not 
waiting around and missing out on 
your wedding day. If you’re planning 

on making items, arranging flowers or doing some of your own decor make sure to have 
everything ready to go and in place 
before the big day. Once at your venue, 
if you want to check the set up, make 
sure it’s the first thing you do so it’s out 
of the way. Have all the cash for any 
on the day vendors in envelopes ready 
to go and handed over to a trusted 
bridal party member such as your chief 
bridesmaid or best man.
If you follow these 6 tips, you are seting  
yourself up to have a great wedding day. Go have fun and enjoy your wedding!



Heaquartered in Bergen County, New Jersey and serving clients throughout the NJ/NY re-
gion, David Eric Photography is a family owned and operated photography studio.  Run by 
husband and wife team, Jerry and Caroline Rizzo, and have won many awards for their work 
throughout the years.

While it may seem like a simple task on the wedding checklist, it happens to be the very 
thing that, for years to come, will remind you of your special day. It’s the proof of all the 
hard work and all the little details you’re doing right now to prepare.

“As an award-winning photography team, my wife Caroline and I work closely with couples 
to capture the joy, passion, and love they feel for one another on their wedding day”.

This is the time to celebrate and express your love. Choosing a photographer should be an 
enjoyable part of this experience.

We Only take on 35 weddings per year to ensure Quality and Superior Customer Service

We are a husband & wife team with over 25 years of wedding experience.

We provide every couple with a wedding photography experience 2nd to none.

We use only the finest handmade Italian albums and artwork.

We love what we do and our photos show it.  We are there with you through the whole 
experience from your first meeting with us through your engagement session, wedding day, 
until your album is in your hands.   Years from now you’ll be able to relive the fun, the ro-
mance and all the memories of your wedding through your beautiful storybook album.

Let’s Be Friends

Our community is teeming with incredible ideas for your engagement and wedding. Check 
out our blog right here, and like our pages on Facebook and Twitter for insider secrets and 
insight into planning for your special day.

Our Story



David Eric Photography  151 W Passaic St.  Rochelle Park,  NJ  07662

Email: degallery@davideric.com            URL: https://davideric.com  

Phone 201.880.5400


